
DS-2019 Kick-Off Webinar
February 15, 2023 / February 16, 2023



Presenters

Evan Black

Fulbright Foreign Student 
Director

Derek Cook

Fulbright FLTA       
Director

Greta Scharnweber

Fulbright Visiting Scholar    
Director

Hilary Hartley

Exchange Visitor Sponsorship (EVS) 
Director



3 3

Agenda

• Introduction to DS-2019 season

• Program introductions and reminders

• Document requirements

• Production Timeline

• Useful information available on IIE's websites

• Questions



Introduction - Resources

WebinarsDS SurveyMonthly Bulletins



DS-2019 Basics

• Needed to apply for a J-1 Visa

• Issued by IIE once all required documents received and 
approved

• Valid for life of program – gives permission to remain in 
the US, even if J-1 Visa is expired.

• Contains critical programmatic information:

• Programmatic Dates

• Category

• Field Of Study

• Funding

• Academic Training (if applicable)

• 212(e) requirements

• DS-2019s are controlled documents; scanned copies are 
not permitted.
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Foreign Student 
and FLTA Program



Foreign Student Process: IIE-Placed

Submit panel to IIE
Review & approve 
Submission Plans

Receive admission 
decisions on a rolling 

basis

Receive award 
decisions on a rolling 

basis

Overseas partners 
start to submit 

required documents 
via Partner Portal -

Pre-Academic assessment based on TOEFL score

Once start date is 
confirmed for Fall 
2023, terms are 

created and posted to 
Partner Portal

Pre-Academic team 
sends invitations for 
English and Gateway 

Programs

DS process begins with 
4-week turnaround (if 

documents are 
complete and error 

free)

DS status, N number & 
tracking information 
available in Partner 

Portal



Foreign Student Process: Self-Placed

Submit panel to IIE as 
soon as available

Pre-Academic 
assessment based on 

TOEFL score

Pre-Ac team sends 
invitations for English & 

Gateway Programs

Overseas partners 
submit required 

documents via Partner 
Portal 

DS process begins with  
4-week turnaround (if 

documents are 
completed and error 

free)

DS status, N number & 
tracking information 
available in Partner 

Portal



Foreign Student and FLTA: DS-2019 Prerequisites

To begin processing an initial DS-2019, Foreign 

Students and FLTAs need:

❑ Final placement confirmed with finalized 

university support decision 

❑ Confirmed Fulbright grant amount

❑ Academic reporting/start date on file

❑ Terms issued and signed

❑ All DS-2019 documents on file and complete in 

accordance to J-visa requirements (listed on 

Fulbright Online)

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓



Foreign Student and FLTA: Required Documents

Foreign Student - Grants administered by 

IIE

Foreign Student - Grants administered by a 

Fulbright Commission
FLTA

IIE-Placed and Self-Placed Grantees  Self-Placed Grantees ALL FLTAs

• Biographical page of valid passport

• Medical form

• Letter(s) of admission from U.S. 

Institution stating the degree objective, 

start date, and any university funding 

awards (Self-Placed)

• IIE Grant document (Signed and all pages 

included in upload)

• Non-IIE Grant Document (Commission 

Grant document – if applicable)

• Funding verification

• J-1 verification

• Certain fields require additional 

documentation

• Biographical page of valid passport

• Medical form

• Letter(s) of admission from U.S. 

Institution stating the degree objective, 

start date, and any university funding 

awards

• IIE Terms and Conditions (signed and all 

pages included in upload)

• Non-IIE Grant Document with academic 

start date listed (Commission Grant 

document – if applicable)

• Funding verification

• J-1 verification

• Certain fields require additional 

documentation

• Biographical page of valid passport

• Medical Form

• IIE Grant Document (Signed and all pages 

included in upload)

• Non-IIE Grant Document (Commission 

Grant Document - if applicable)



Visiting Student Researchers (VSRs)

• While nominated on the Fulbright Foreign Student Program, VSRs may be placed under the J1 Category 
of Student Non-Degree or Research Scholar.

• Research Scholars: 

• VSRs will be categorized as Research Scholars if:

o Placed outside of accredited post-secondary institutions, for example: museums, laboratories, 
USG or State agencies, hospital

o The college or university requests that they be categorized as such – common at university 
affiliated hospitals that host research labs

• VSRs categorized as Research Scholars are subject to two-year repeat participation bar, different 
from 212e home residency requirement.
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Fulbright Visiting 
Scholar Program



Visiting Scholar Process

Submit panel to IIE/
Technical Review

Commissions and Posts submit required 
documents via Partner Portal

IIE reviews Letters of Invitation, confirms 
or secures affiliations in conversation with 

Universities (Institutional Reply Form)

DS process begins with
2-week turnaround

(if documents are error free)

DS status, N number & tracking 
information available in 

Partner Portal

IIE shares final IRF, grant doc (if 
IIE-administered) and 

Participant Activity Review via 
Partner Portal



Visiting Scholar: Required Documents
Required Documents Frequently Required Documents

Required of ALL Visiting Scholars, regardless of program 

particularities
Frequently required of Core or Cohort programs

• Letter of Invitation confirming in-person component to 

the exchange IIE or Commission-Administered Grant 

Document

• Universal Terms and Conditions 

• IIE- or Commission-issued Grant Document

• Medical Examination Form

• J1 Passport

• J-1 Verification

• Participant Activity Confirmation

• IIE placement services form (if applicable)

• Affiliation (Institutional Reply form) - completed by IIE 

with University Hosts (required for all except self-placed 

or cohort programs)

• Funding Verification (required if stipend funding is 

insufficient for length of stay or to cover dependent costs)

• J-2 Verification(s) & Passports (required if bringing 

dependents under J-2 sponsorship)

• Acknowledgement of Policies for Fulbright Grantees 

Conducting Research or Degree-Study in Medical and 

Clinical Fields) (Only required in certain fields)
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Document 
Requirements



DS-2019 Document Submission

Passports
Medical 
Forms

$$

Medical Exam 
completed no more 
than 6 months prior

grant/program start date

Submit no more than
90 days prior

grant/program start date

Valid 6 months past
grant/program end date

Funding 
Documents



Medical Form and Clearance

• Medical clearance required for all Fulbrighters

• Exam within six months of the grant start date

• Check the form for completeness before submitting

• Make sure explanations, including treatment plans 
during the grant, are included where warranted. 

• Tuberculosis (TB) test always required

• Signed with pen: electronic signatures not accepted

• Doctor details must be legible



J-2 Dependents (FLTA not applicable)

• Biographical page of a valid passport for each J-2 dependent

• Funding verification for J-2 (DS-2019) Form

• Only the spouse and unmarried children under 21 years of 
age qualify for J-2 sponsorship

• IIE must receive dependent's information along with the J-1's 
information

• Once an initial DS-2019 is issued, no J-2 dependents can be 
added until after the J-1 arrives

• Fulbright student grants do not generally provide funding for 
dependents; Dependent allowances are provided for some
Scholar grants, but are minimal and intended to offset the 
cost of required insurance.



Funding Documentation: J-1
ACCEPTABLE:

• Official personal bank statement — must be recent and state your/guarantor name

• University award — printed on university letterhead, dollar value of the award, dates covered, work 

required etc.

• Family support — signed letter from family member must confirming the dollar amount to be provided for 

the period requested, relationship, the purpose of funding and copy of the family member’s official bank 

statement

• Private funding — on institution’s letterhead, dollar value of the award, dates covered, funding/award type

• J-1 or J-2 Home country employment salary — signed letter on home-country employer’s letterhead stating 

name, salary, dates of payments, and conditions of employment (e.g., leave approved through). 

• Loans – allowed when the participant has already accepted the loan. It must be in the J-1’s name. 

NOT ACCEPTABLE:

• Non-liquid assets such as stocks/bonds/real estate or home country rental lease/income

• Family/other personal sponsor support in the form of paycheck stubs from that person

• Pre-degree Academic Training

• Another Fulbright Program Participant's funds
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DS-2019 Production 
Timeline



DS-2019 Production Timeline
• Production can begin only after all 

required documentation is submitted. 

• Important for Commission/Post to 
consider wait times for appointments and 
printing/delivery of passport.

• Timeline from submission of last 
document:

• Foreign Student – Four weeks

• FLTA and Visiting Scholar – Two weeks

• Timeline does not account for shipping

• Shipping:

• To Commission/Post

FFSP Example – Participant starts August 15: 

• Three weeks from receipt of DS-2019 for 
visa appointment and printing of J1

• Build in five weeks minimum for DS 
production and shipping from IIE

• Documents submitted to IIE by first week 
of June for sufficient processing time

• Up to 3,500 grantees are hoping to start 
in fall 2023 – planning ahead saves stress 
☺



Partner Portal: SEVIS Information 



Notify IIE Fulbright Contact: 

If a grantee is unable to arrive on or before the start date indicated on the 
DS-2019 to determine if a new form is necessary.

If a grantee resigns from the Fulbright program and, if a DS-2019 has been 

issued, return it to IIE immediately.

If any office closures during the summer, to ensure that DS-2019 forms reach 

your staff as quickly as possible.
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Next Steps and 
Resources



Important Notes

• Submit documents before placements or affiliations 

are finalized, to help ensure timely delivery of DS-2019s.  

• IIE cannot issue a DS-2019 until all required documents 

are submitted via the Partner Portal that adhere to the J-

visa requirements. 

• The Partner Portal will display the status of a DS-2019 

and once issued, lists the N number and tracking 

information for the mailing.

• Overseas partners must check the Partner Portal daily 

to monitor progress of their grantee’s DS-2019s.



DS-2019 Cost Report Updates



Resources

• Guidelines on DS-2019 documents:

Information on J-1 requirements, topics, and resources will still be found on Fulbright 

Online for Foreign Student and FLTA and fulbrightscholars.org for Visiting Scholar 

(case-sensitive password: Resources).

• Required Documentation for an Initial DS-2019

• Scholar Acceptable Funding Document

• Student Acceptable Funding Document

• DS-2019 Cost Report

https://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/
https://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/
https://fulbrightscholars.org/non-us-scholars
https://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/commissions-posts/j-visas/guidelines-for-issuing-ds-2019-form/documents-for-an-initial-ds-2019-form
https://fulbrightscholars.org/system/files/private-documents/vs-personal-funding-sources.pdf
https://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/uploads/files/program-resources/Funding_Doc_Fulbright_Visa_Sponsorship.pdf
https://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/commissions-posts/j-visas/ds-2019-cost-report


Foreign Student and FLTA:
Fulbright Online Resources

https://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/commissio
ns-posts/j-visas/guidelines-for-issuing-ds-
2019-form

https://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/commissions-posts/j-visas/guidelines-for-issuing-ds-2019-form
https://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/commissions-posts/j-visas/guidelines-for-issuing-ds-2019-form
https://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/commissions-posts/j-visas/guidelines-for-issuing-ds-2019-form


Visiting Scholar Resources: fulbrightscholars.org
Website URL: fulbrightscholars.org/non-us-scholars
Password: Resources

https://fulbrightscholars.org/non-us-scholars
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Questions
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