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Home: 
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Phone: (405) 447-0326 
 
 
CURRENT AND PAST ACADEMIC POSITIONS: 
Associate Professor of English, University of Oklahoma (2006 to present)   
Assistant Professor of English, University of Oklahoma (2000 to 2006) 
 
 
EDUCATION: 
Ph.D. in Literature, December 1999, University of California at Santa Cruz.   
   Dissertation: “Strangers at Home: Ethnic Modernism Between the World Wars.”  
M.A. in Literature, June 1997, University of California at Santa Cruz.  
B.A. in Literature, June 1983, University of Pécs (formerly Janus Pannonius University), 

Hungary. (Exchange student in Exeter, England for one semester, Spring 1982) 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
Book:  
Strangers at Home: American Ethnic Modernism between the World Wars.  Lincoln,  

NE: University of Nebraska Press, 2005 (hardback) and 2009 (paperback). 
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Strangers-at-Home,671823.aspx 

 
Edited Book:  
MaryEllen Higgins, Rita Keresztesi, and Dayna Oscherwitz, Editors. The Western in the Global 

South. New York, NY: Routledge Publishers, 2015. 
   http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9781138843127/ 
 
Book-in-Progress:  
Black Power Imagination – Film, Music, and Literature in West Africa and the Caribbean 

My book-in-progress sheds new light on intellectual exchanges between African American, 
Afro-Caribbean and West African artists and thinkers during eras of heightened cultural and 
political activism, past and present. It argues for a rethinking of Black Power in the larger 
context of the African diaspora through its cultural expressions in literature, film, and music.  

 

mailto:ritak@ou.edu
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Strangers-at-Home,671823.aspx
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9781138843127/


RITA KERESZTESI 2 

Articles and Book Chapters – Forthcoming: 
“Theorizing the ‘Postcolony’ in West African Cinema and Music.” Postcoantilles 2015: What is 

Postcolonial Thought / Qu’est-ce-que la pensée postcoloniale? Eds. Alexandre Alaric and 
Rodolphe Solbiac – forthcoming, 2017. 

“From Hip Hop to Nollywood: Resistance in Music and Film in West Africa.” African 
Renaissance and Pan-Africanism: Epistemologies of the South, New Leadership Paradigms, 
and African Futures. Ed. Toyon Falola – forthcoming, 2017. 

“Agitation through Film and Music in West Africa.” African Popular Music: True Voice of the 
People? – special issue of Cahiers Ivoiriens d’Etudes Comparées  (CIEC) / Ivorian Journal of 
Comparative Studies (IJCS) – forthcoming, 2017. 

“Hip Hop Politics – West Africa.” Human Rights in the African Media and Literary Imagination. 
Ed. Toyin Falola – forthcoming, 2017. 

 
Articles and Book Chapters: 
“’The Business of Becoming a People’: Rebellion and Revolution in Earl Lovelace’s Is Just a 

Movie.” Critical Perspectives on Conflict in Caribbean Societies of the Late 20th and Early 21st 
Centuries. Eds. Patricia Donatien and Rodolphe Solbiac. Newcastle, UK: Cambridge Scholars 
Publishing, 2015 (pp. 101-119). 

http://www.cambridgescholars.com/critical-perspectives-on-conflict-in-caribbean-societies-of-
the-late-20th-and-early-21st-centuries 

”Introduction: The Western in the Global South.” The Western in the Global South. Eds. 
MaryEllen Higgins, Rita Keresztesi, and Dayna Oscherwitz. New York, NY: Routledge 
Publishers, 2015 (pp. 1-8).  

“Cowboys and West Indians: Decolonizing the Western in Perry Henzell’s The Harder They 
Come.” The Western in the Global South. Eds. MaryEllen Higgins, Rita Keresztesi, and Dayna 
Oscherwitz. New York, NY: Routledge Publishers, 2015 (pp. 110-126).  

“Hurston in Haiti: Neocolonialism and Zombification.” Race, Oppression and the Zombie: 
Essays on Cross-Cultural Appropriations of the Caribbean Tradition. Eds. Christopher M. 
Moreman and Cory James Rushton. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2011 (pp. 31-41). 

“Black Power in the Diaspora.” Proceedings of the Rethinking the Mangrove, Second 
International Symposium of Critical Perspectives in Caribbean Cultural Studies, digital 
publication (peer reviewed), University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez, 2010.  

 “Ethnic Modernism.” Blackwell’s Companion to the Modern American Novel. Ed. John 
Matthews. Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishing, 2009 (pp. 324-352).  

“George Schuyler’s Black No More (1931).” Teaching the Harlem Renaissance. Afro-American 
Literature and Culture Series. Ed. Michael Soto. New York, NY: Peter Lang Publishing, 2008 
(pp. 177-185). 

 “Romancing the Borderlands: Josephina Niggli’s Mexican Village (1945).” Doubled Plots: 
Romance and History. Eds. Susan Strehle and Mary Paniccia Carden. Jackson, Miss.: 
University Press of Mississippi, 2003 (pp.107-126). 

 “Writing Culture and Performing Race in Mourning Dove’s Cogewea: The Half-Blood (1927).” 
Literature and Racial Ambiguity. Eds. Neil Brooks and Teresa Hubel. Amsterdam: Rodopi 
Press, 2002 (pp.187-208). 

 
Translation: (from the Hungarian to English):  
György Lukács, “Aesthetic Culture.”  Edited and with an Introduction by Tyrus Miller. Yale 

http://www.cambridgescholars.com/critical-perspectives-on-conflict-in-caribbean-societies-of-the-late-20th-and-early-21st-centuries
http://www.cambridgescholars.com/critical-perspectives-on-conflict-in-caribbean-societies-of-the-late-20th-and-early-21st-centuries
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Journal of Criticism 11 (1998): 365-379. 
 
Book Review: 
Review of Literary Sisters: Dorothy West and Her Circle: A Biography of The Harlem 

Renaissance, edited by Verner D. Mitchell and Cynthia Davis (Rutgers UP 2012), published in 
Biography: An Interdisciplinary Quarterly 36.2 (Spring 2013) (pp. 404-407). 

Review of Steven S. Lee, The Ethnic Avant-Garde: Minority Cultures and World Revolution, by 
Steven S. Lee (Colombia University Press, 2015), for MELUS (The Journal of the Society for 
the Study of the Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United States) – 1,000 words, forthcoming, 
2016. 

 
 
AWARDS/HONORS: 
National/International 
• Fulbright Scholar Fellowship, University of Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, Africa: 

Teaching/Research, American Literature, September 2010-July 2011, $54,100.  
 
University of Oklahoma 
• Junior Faculty Research Program Grant, $6,000 each (2001, 2004) 
• Ed Cline Faculty Development Award, $2,500 (2012, 2015)   
• Presidential International Travel Fellowship, $1,300 each (2007, 2009, 2012, 2015)  
• Research Council Grants, $1,200 each (2005, 2008, 2012)  
• Faculty Enrichment Grant, $1,200 each (2001, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 
March and September; 2010 March; November 2011, March 2012)  
• Travel Grant, $1,200 each (each year, 2000-2015)  
 
 
CONFERENCES AND PRESENTATIONS: 
  International 
• Turning Tides: Caribbean Intersections in the Americas and Beyond Conference. University of 
the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies, February 18-20, 2016. Paper: 
“Rethinking the ‘Post-colony’ through Film and Music.” Also: Interview with author Earl 
Lovelace at the conference.  
• Postco-antilles 2015: What is Postcolonial Thought / Qu’est-ce-que la pensée postcoloniale? – 
Colloque international. Université des Antilles, Campus de Schoelcher, Martinique, November 
23-25, 2015. Paper: “Theorizing the ‘Postcolony’ in West African Cinema and Music.” 
• 6th European Biannual Conference on African Studies (ECAS), Sorbonne University, Paris, 
July 8-10, 2015. Paper: “From Hip Hop to Nollywood: Archiving Resistance in West African 
Cinema.” 
• Caribbean Studies Association Annual Conference (CSA), New Orleans, May 25-30, 2015. 
Paper: “The Shower Posse – Literal and Imagined: Marlon James, A Brief History of Seven 
Killings (2014).” Also: Interview with Marlon James at the conference. 
• 15th Annual Africa Conference, University of Texas, Austin, April 3-5, 2015. Paper: 
“Agitation Through Film and Music in West Africa: Hip Hop Politics.” 
• African Studies Association (ASA), Indianapolis, Indiana, November 20-23, 2014. Paper: “Hip 
Hop Politics.” 
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• Caribbean Studies Association (CSA), Mérida, México, May 26-30, 2014. Paper: “Songs of 
Freedom – From the Caribbean to West Africa.” Chair of Panel: “Sites/Sights and Sounds of 
Blackness.” 
• Rastafari Studies Conference and General Assembly: Rastafari, Coral Gardens and African 
Redemption: Issues, Challenges, and Opportunities, organized by the University of West Indies, 
Mona Campus; Kingston, Jamaica, August 12-17, 2013. Paper: “Songs of Freedom: West 
African Reggae and Hip-Hop.” 
• Association of Cultural Studies (ACS), “Crossroads in Cultural Studies,” 9th biannual 
international conference organized by Sorbonne Nouvelle University and UNESCO; Paris, 
France, July 2-6, 2012. Paper: “Black Power in the Caribbean.” 
• Caribbean Studies Association (CSA), Le Gosier, Guadeloupe, May 28-June 1, 2012. Paper: 
“Participation and Belonging in Earl Lovelace’s Is Just a Movie (2011).” 
•[Attended and filmed for future project: FESPACO, Pan-African Cinema Festival, February 26-
March 5, 2011, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso] 
• Caribbean Studies Association (CSA), St. Peter, Barbados, May 24-29, 2010.” Panel: “The 
Discourse of Violence in Caribbean Literature and Culture.” Paper: “Cowboys and Indians in the 
Caribbean.” Organizer/Chair of panel. 
• Second International Symposium of Critical Perspectives in Caribbean Cultural Studies, 
“Rethinking the Mangrove.” October 15-17, 2009, University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez.  
Paper: “Black Power in the Diaspora.” 
• Caribbean Studies Association, Kingston, Jamaica, June 1-5, 2009. Panel: “Literary 
Caribbean”; Paper: “Black Power in the Caribbean.” Organizer and chair of panel, presenter.  
• Walter Rodney Commemorative Lectures and Celebrations, UWI at Mona, Jamaica, October 
16-19, 2008. (Attended events.) 
• Association for Cultural Studies (ACS) International Conference, Kingston, Jamaica, July 3-7, 
2008. Paper: “Carnival: Business or Resistance? –– Performance and Critique in Earl Lovelace’s 
Fiction and David Rudder’s Calypso.” Chair of panel. 
• Caribbean Studies Association, San Andres Island, Colombia, May 26-30, 2008. Paper: 
“George Schuyler’s Africa.” 
• Caribbean Studies Association, Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, May 28-June 1, 2007. Paper: “Earl 
Lovelace and David Rudder: Resistance in Motion.” Panel: “Culture and Politics in the 
Postcolonial Circum-Caribbean.” Rita Keresztesi, chair and panel organizer.  
• Caribbean Studies Association, Port of Spain, Trinidad, May 29-June 2, 2006. Paper: “Harlem 
Renaissance and Diaspora: Claude McKay’s Black Atlantic.”  
• Modernist Studies Association (MSA), Vancouver B.C. Canada, October 20-24, 2004. Paper: 
“Hurston’s Ethnographic Writing on Haiti in Tell My Horse (1938).”  
• Modernist Studies Association, “Modernist Cultures,” Birmingham, UK, September 25-29, 
2003. Paper: “Hurston’s Ethnographic Writing.”  
• Society of Multi-Ethnic Studies: Europe and the Americas (MESEA), University of Padua, 
Italy, June 26-29, 2002. Paper: “The Concept of ‘Ethnic Modernism’: A Polemic.”  
 
  National 
• “Celebrating Sankofa, Honoring Africa.” Symposium, The African and African American 
Studies Program, The University of Oklahoma, Norman Campus, November 14, 2013. Paper: 
“Arts/Politics: Cultural Expressions and Political Protests in West Africa.” 
• American Studies Association (ASA), Baltimore, MD, October 20-13, 2011. Paper: “Literary 
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Black Power.” Panel: “Staging Black Power: Theatricality and Black Arts.”  
• American Studies Association (ASA), Philadelphia, PA, October 11-14, 2007. Paper: 
“Transnational Harlem Renaissance: George Schuyler’s Africa.” Panel: “Transnational Harlem 
Renaissance,” William Maxwell (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign), chair; Rita 
Keresztesi, panel organizer.  
• American Studies Association, Oakland, California, October 12-15, 2006. Paper: 
“Transnational Harlem Renaissance: Claude McKay’s Black Atlantic.”  
• Modernist Studies Association, Annual Conference (MSA), Chicago, Illinois, November 3-6, 
2005. Paper: “Hurston in Haiti: Neocolonialism and Zombification.”  
• American Studies Association, Atlanta, Georgia, November 11-14, 2004. Paper: “Of Zombies 
and Women.”  
• Modern Language Association (MLA), San Diego, CA, December 27-30, 2003. Paper: 
“Gender–Culture–Text: Using Film in the Multiethnic Literatures Classroom.” 
• Modernist Studies Association, Houston, TX, Rice University, October 12-15, 2001. Paper: 
“Writing Culture and Performing Race in Mourning Dove’s Cogewea.” [Paper read in absentia.]  
• Modernist Studies Association, Philadelphia, PA, University of Pennsylvania, October 12-15, 
2000. Paper: “Melodrama in the Borderlands: The Strange Familiarity of Josephina Niggli’s 
Mexican Village (1945).” Seminar: “Race and American Modernisms: Passing, Performance, 
and the Making of Identities.” 
 
  University of Oklahoma  
• Neustadt Festival Conference: Roundtable Discussion “Literature and Culture in Ghana and 

Beyond” – with Nii Ayikwei Parkes, October 23, 2015.  
• Film screening and discussion with Nigerian filmmaker Kenneth Gyang on his film Confusions 
Na Wa (2013), February 16-19, 2015; Africa Studies Institute, Department of International 
Studies, and Film and Media Studies (I invited the filmmaker and led discussion with him for 
students and faculty). 
• “The Ebola Crisis in Africa and Beyond: A roundtable discussion” – October 28, 2014, Africa 
Studies Institute, College of International and Area Studies: Presentation on Burkina Faso. 
 
 
COURSES TAUGHT: 
Fulbright Fellow  
University of Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 2010–2011 (11 months): 

Poetry: The Harlem Renaissance (3rd year, Spring 2011) 
 Intro to Theory and Criticism: Power/Knowledge (4th year, Spring 2011) 
 
University of Oklahoma (2000 to the present) 
Sabbatical Leaves:  
 Spring 2014 
 Spring 2007 
 
Department of English 
• Graduate seminars:  
20th-Century American Literature: Modernisms, ENGL 5803 (Spring 2002, Spring 2005) 
Black Arts/Black Power, ENGL 5833 (Fall 2012, Spring 2015) 
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Harlem Renaissance and Négritude, ENGL 5803 (Fall 2006, Spring 2008, Spring 2010, Fall 
2016) 

Literary Theory and Criticism: Power/Knowledge, ENGL 5313 (Spring 2006, Spring 2009) 
• Undergraduates courses:  
American Novel Since 1920: Modernisms, ENGL 4823 (Spring 2001, Fall 2002, Fall 2003, 

Spring 2004, Fall 2004, Fall 2005, Fall 2006, Fall 2007, Fall 2008, Fall 2009) 
Black Arts/Black Power, ENGL 4333 (Fall 2008, Spring 2012, Fall 2013, Spring 2015, Spring 

2016) 
Capstone Senior Seminar–Caribbean Literature: ENGL 4853 (Fall 2009, Fall 2015, Fall 2016) 
Carnival Literature, ENGL 4203 (Spring 2008, Spring 2009) 
Ethnic Women Writing Culture, ENGL 3323 (Fall 2001, Fall 2002) 
Films and Contexts: Postcolony and Film – West Africa: ENGL 3363 (Fall 2013, Fall 2014, Fall 

2015, Spring 2017) 
French / West African Cinema, ENGL 3243.025, Clermont-Ferrand, France for CAS Study 

Abroad Program (Summer 2013) 
Harlem Renaissance, ENGL 4323 (Fall 2007, Fall 2011, Spring 2013, Fall 2014) 
Introduction to American Literature: After the Civil War to the Present, ENGL 2883 (Spring 

2001, Spring 2005, Summer 2005, Summer 2006, Spring 2013) 
Introduction to American Literature: Before the Civil War, ENGL 2773 (Fall 2000) 
Introduction to Critical Reading and Writing, ENGL 2313 (Spring 2012) 
Introduction to Literary and Cultural Studies and Theory: Culture, Oppression, and 

Representation, ENGL 3313 (Spring 2002, Fall 2003, Spring 2004, Fall 2004, Fall 2005, 
Spring 2006, Spring 2010, Fall 2011, Fall 2012) 

Introduction to Literature: American Modernism, ENGL 2413 (Fall 2000) 
Modernist Women Writers, ENGL 2033 (Fall 2001) 
Spaghetti Western, Sienna in Arezzo, ENGL 3243.025, Italy (June 2010) 
World Literature: The Caribbean, ENGL 2443 (Summer 2005, Summer 2008) 
• New courses designed for English Department and the College of Arts and Sciences: ENGL 

4293 Carnival Literature, ENGL 4333 Black Arts/Black Power (2008), ENGL 3363 West 
African Cinema (2013) 

 
College of Arts and Sciences and International and Area Studies –– Advanced Programs 
CAS 5960-008-16 Special Topics/Seminar: African Postcolonial Contexts, Directed Reading, 

Fall 2015  
CAS 5970 Special Topics/Seminar: African Post-colonial Contexts, Washington D.C., March 

16-22, 2015 
 
College of Arts and Sciences –– Education Abroad 
French / West African Cinema, Clermont-Ferrand, France (June 2013; June 2016) 
Spaghetti Western, Sienna in Arezzo, Italy (June 2010) 
 
College of Liberal Studies Graduate Program 
Introduction to Graduate Interdisciplinary Studies: Culture, Oppression, and Representation/The 

San People of the Kalahari Desert; with Betty Harris, Professor of Anthropology (Fall 2003)  
Introduction to Research and Methodology of Inquiry: Globalization (Fall 2002)  
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Oklahoma Scholar-Leadership Enrichment Program  
Faculty Advisor for Demetria Martinez’s Poetry Workshop on ”Political Activism” (February 

2002) 
 
 
OTHER RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
 
Professional: 
• Fulbright Alumni Ambassador Program – by invitation, Council for International Exchange of 
Scholars, Fulbright Scholar Program, Washington D.C. (from May 2016 to July 2018) 
• Carnegie African Diaspora Fellowship Program, Scholar Exchange Division, Institute of 
International Education (IIE), Washington DC, February 9, 2016.  
• CIES Fulbright Scholar Program West/Central Africa U.S. Regional Peer Review Committee, 
by invitation, October 23-24, 2014; and October 14-15, 2015, Washington DC 
• International Research & Exchanges Board (IREX) “Make a Better World”: Reader for the 
Washington Fellowship for Young African Leaders, a new flagship program of the President’s 
Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI), Washington DC (2013-2014) 
• Fulbright Peer Review Committee member, Fulbright Scholar Program, Sub-Saharan Africa, 
Washington DC (2011-2013) 
• Caribbean Studies Association (CSA): Gordon K. and Sybil Lewis Best Book Award 
Committee (2011-2015); Best Dissertation Award Committee (2008-2015); Film and Visual Arts 
Track Committee (2014-2015); Literary Salon Committee Member (2014-2015)  
• Caribbean Studies Association (CSA): Program Committee member –– organizing the 
conference in Grenada (2013) 
• Norman Arts Council, Education seat for the Grants Review Panel (2015-2018) 
• “Native American Voices: In Literature and Film.” Estudios Literarios, Universidad Autónoma 

de Yucatán, Mexico (September 23-27, 2013).  
• “Harlem Renaissance and the Deep Deuce.” Norman Public Library “Culture Talks” (February 
8, 2013). 
• Expert adviser for the “Harlem Renaissance Exhibit” at the Oklahoma City Art Museum, 
February 5-April 19, 2009. 
• Leader of two book discussions at the Oklahoma City Downtown Library in connection with 
the Oklahoma City Art Museum’s “Harlem Renaissance” exhibit, March 7th and 28th, 2009.  
• Tenure and Promotion Reviews:  
 -Department of Sociology, Oregon State University, 2014 
 -Departments of English, the University of Nebraska, 2006  
 -Department of English, Marquette University, 2006. 
• Manuscript Referee/Reviewer:  

-Academic Journals: Comparative Literature (2009), African American Review (2009), Genre 
(2001 and 2008).  
-Book Manuscripts: 
Oxford University Press 
  2013 – Brooks Hefner, The Word on the Streets: American Vernacular Modernism 

     2001 – Dennis Walder, ed. Literature in the Modern World (Oxford 2004) 
 
University 
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Neustadt Festival: Roundtable Discussion “Literature and Culture in Ghana and Beyond” – with 
Nii Ayikwei Parkes, October 23, 2015.  

Arts & Humanities Faculty Fellowship (AHFF) program reviewer (2015-2018) 
African Studies Institute, College of International Studies (CIS) (2014 to the present): I invited 

and hosted Nigerian filmmaker Kenneth Gyang to screen his film Confusion Na Wa (2013), 
followed by discussion with students and faculty, February 18-20, 2015. 

Africa Regional Advisory Committee, International and Area Studies (IAS) (2013-2016) 
Fulbright Internal Review Committee, Center for Research Program Development and 

Enrichment (2013-2016) 
Fulbright Program Steering Committee Member, Center for Research Program Development and 

Enrichment (2012-2016) 
Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics, Hungarian Language 

Assessment Interviewer (2014 to the present) 
Faculty Senate Member, Humanities (2011-2014) 
Faculty Appeals Board Member (2009-2013) 
Copyright Committee Member (2009-2011) 
Center for Teaching Excellence, iBook and iTunes U Training Program (May 2013) 
Program Committee (responsible for the overview of faculty applications and guest speakers), 

Film and Video Studies Program (2005-2007) 
Advisory Committee on Women’s Issues in the College of Arts and Sciences (2003-2004) 
 
Department 
Graduate Director, Department of English (2014-2017) 
Faculty Adviser for Student Association of Graduates in English Studies (S.A.G.E.S.) (2011-

2014) 
Search Committee Member: 
  -Native American Literature faculty (2008-2009) 
  -Writing Program Director (2014-2015) 
Presentation for New Graduate Assistants Workshop (August 2009, August 2011) 
Graduate Committee Member: representing the American Studies Concentration, Department of 

English  (2004-2009)  
Undergraduate Committee––worked on the department’s multicultural non-Western literature 

requirement (2000-2004) 
 
Ph.D. and M.A. Committees (2000 to the present) 
• Director/Chair of Committee: 
Heather Arnott, M.A. (defended, April 2008) 
Kyle Baker, M.A. (defended, April 2011)  
Geneva Canino, M.A. (defended, April 2008) 
Claire Cothren, M.A. (defended, April 2008) 
*Makenna Green, Ph.D. (started 2013) 
*Courtney Jacobs, PhD (started 2015) 
Janson Jones, M.A. (defended, May 2005) 
*Kumi Ikoma, Ph.D. (co-director with Francesca Sawaya) 
*Haeyoung Lee, M.A. (started 2014) 
Heather Hayden-Lidowski, M.A. (defended, May 2005) 
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Melissa Loucks, M.A. (left the program)  
*Mark Pickens, Ph.D. (started 2013) 
Charlie Potter, M.A. (defended, July 2005) 
*Jessica Rollins, M.A. (on leave for health) 
Samantha Scott, Ph.D. (left the program) 
*Cassandra (Kasey), Woody, M.A. (started 2014) 
 
• Committee Member: 
Patrick Bottiger, Ph.D., History, outside committee member (exam taken in 2006) 
Aaron Cerny, M.A. (defended, 2006) 
Mary Carter, Ph.D. (defended, May 2010) 
Kristin Culver, M.A. (defended, April 2008) 
Julie Davis, M.A. (defended, 2004) 
April Flowers, M.A. (defended, 2006) 
Nancy El Gendy, Ph.D. (defended, 2014) 
Leah C. Kayajanian, M.A. (defended in May 2010) 
Yaisa N. Mann, Ph.D. (exam 2009; failed to defend in 2014) 
Mark Pickens, M.A. (defended, 2007)  
Susan Pratt, M.A. (left the program) 
Orit Rabkin, M.A. (defended, 2004) 
Michael Snyder, Ph.D. (defended, 2009) 
Ryan Slesinger, M.A. (defended, 2009) 
LeAnn Stevens-Laré (Reeves), Ph.D. (defended, Aug. 2010) 
Lacey Turner, M.A. (defended, June 2007) 
April Whitman, M.A. (defended, 2001) 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
ASA: African Studies Association 
ASA: American Studies Association 
CSA: Caribbean Studies Association 
MANSA: Mande Studies Association 
MESEA: Multi-Ethnic Studies: Europe and the Americas 
MLA: Modern Language Association 
WARA: West African Research Association 
 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
French (intermediate-level reading and writing) 
Russian (intermediate-level reading and writing) 
Hungarian (native language) 
 
 
CITIZENSHIP 
U.S. citizen since 1990 
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REFERENCES 
Daniela Garofalo, Chair, Professor, University of Oklahoma, 760 Van Vleet Oval, Room 113, 

Norman OK 73019. Phone: (405) 325-4661; Fax: (405) 325-0831 
 dg@ou.edu 
Louis Chude-Sokei, Professor of English, University of Washington, Seattle WA, Phone: (206) 

543-2182; locs@u.washington.edu 
MaryEllen Higgins, Associate Professor, Department of English, Pennsylvania State University, 

Greater Allegheny; mxh68@psu.edu 
Vincent B. Leitch, Paul and Carol Daube Sutton Chair in English, University of Oklahoma, 760   

Van Vleet Oval, Room 113, Norman, OK 73019. Phone: (405) 325-6218; Fax: (405) 325-
0831; vbleitch@ou.edu 

Kari Miller, Director, Honors and Scholar Development, Howard University (Washington 
D.C.); (202) 806-255 

Dayna Oscherwitz, Associate Professor of Foreign Languages & Literatures, Southern Methodist 
University, (214) 768-4355; oscherwi@mail.smu.edu 
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