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The Fulbright Scholar Program

• Created in 1946 by U.S. Congress

• Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau 
of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA), as its flagship program

• Implemented by bi-national Commissions and U.S. Embassies abroad.

• Supports research, teaching, and professional projects abroad in 130 
countries and locations.

• Awards are merit-based and selected through a multi-step review process, 
including peer review, host country review, and final approval by the 
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board (FFSB).

Background Our mission is to 
foster mutual 

understanding 
between nations, 

advance knowledge 
across 

communities, and 
improve lives 

around the world.



2026: A Year of Milestones

Highlighting Fulbrighters 
exemplifying American 
excellence worldwide

Celebrating 80 years of 
academic exchange 

and bi-national impact



• U.S. citizenship

• Degree and experience, as required by award:

o Ph.D. or other terminal degree

o Master's or professional or artistic experience

o Teaching experience as required

• Fulbright U.S. Scholar alumni are eligible: 
Recipients of a Fulbright Scholar grant are eligible to 
apply for another Fulbright Scholar grant two years 
after the date of completion of the previous grant

• ONE Award per cycle / competition year

Qualifications 
for U.S. Scholar



Fulbright U.S. Scholar Awards for 
Postdoctoral and Early Career 

Applicants 



Postdoctoral Awards & Early Career Applicants Explained 

Postdoc awards are open to scholars who have 
received their doctoral degree (Ph.D., JD, MD, Ed.D., 
etc.) within five to seven years of the fellowship start 

date, as noted in the award description.

Award Type:
Postdoctoral Awards

Awards are open to those who have been working in 
the capacity of a teacher or scholar for no more than 
seven years. You can view eligibility by career profile 

on the “Award Details” tab under “Carrer Profile”

Career Profile:
Early Career Academic



Awards for Postdoctoral and Early Career Applicants 
2027-28 Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program AWARD 

ACTIVITIES 1) Research or Teaching

2) Research & Teaching

3) Professional Projects

4) Seminars (two weeks)

COUNTRIES & LOCATIONS

111
AWARDS

250

MONTHS

2-12

TYPES OF 
AWARDS 1) Scholar Awards

2) Postdoctoral Awards

3) Distinguished Scholar 
Awards

4) International Education 
Administrator (IEA) Awards



East Asia and the Pacific
21 awards

Contact: eastasiapacific@iie.org

• Australia: Fulbright Postdoctoral Scholarship (funded by 
the University of Newcastle)

• Australia: Fulbright Postdoctoral Scholarship (funded by 
Deakin University)

• Australia: Fulbright Postdoctoral Scholarships (General 
Category)

• Taiwan: Arts, Education, Humanities, Professional Fields 
and Social Sciences (Postdoctoral Scholar Award)

Early Career Professionals
• Mongolia: All Disciplines
• Timor-Leste: All Disciplines

mailto:eastasiapacific@iie.org
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-scholarship-funded-university-newcastle
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-scholarship-funded-university-newcastle
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-scholarship-funded-deakin-university
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-scholarship-funded-deakin-university
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-scholarships-general-category
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-scholarships-general-category
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/arts-education-humanities-professional-fields-and-social-sciences-postdoctoral-scholar-8
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/arts-education-humanities-professional-fields-and-social-sciences-postdoctoral-scholar-8
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-1002
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-1049


• Czech Republic: All Discipline Postdoctoral Award
• France: Fulbright Postdoc Award in the Social 

Sciences
• Slovak Republic: Postdoc Award in All Disciplines
• Spain: All Disciplines (Postdoc Award)
• Turkey (Türkiye): Fulbright Scholar Postdoc Award 
• Italy: Fulbright Schuman Postdoc Award at the 

European University Institute (Florence, Italy)

Europe and Eurasia Postdoc Awards
6 postdoc awards 

Contact: europeeurasia@iie.org

https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-postdoctoral-award-4
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-postdoctoral-award-4
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-award-social-sciences-ehess-ecole-des-hautes-etudes-en-sciences-2
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-award-social-sciences-ehess-ecole-des-hautes-etudes-en-sciences-2
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/postdoctoral-award-all-disciplines
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-postdoctoral-research-4
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-scholar-postdoctoral-award-5
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-schuman-postdoctoral-award-european-university-institute-florence-italy-8
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-schuman-postdoctoral-award-european-university-institute-florence-italy-8
mailto:europeeurasia@iie.org


• Albania: Multiple Disciplines
• Austria: Fulbright-MCI I The Entrepreneurial School Visiting Professor
• Azerbaijan: All Disciplines
• Belgium: NATO Security Studies
• Croatia: All Disciplines
• Denmark: Digital Transformation in Shipping/Maritime
• France: Fulbright Award for Research in Southwestern France (Nouvelle-Aquitaine)
• Hungary: Fulbright Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences Award
• Italy: Fulbright Early Career Research Lectureship at the University of Trento
• Kosovo: Fulbright Scholar in Strategic Media Resilience

Europe and Eurasia Early Career Awards 
130 awards for Early Career candidates

https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/multiple-disciplines-72
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-mci-entrepreneurial-schoolr-visiting-professor-2
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-mci-entrepreneurial-schoolr-visiting-professor-2
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-mci-entrepreneurial-schoolr-visiting-professor-2
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-1031
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/nato-security-studies-8
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-978
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/digital-transformation-shippingmaritime-0
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-award-research-southwestern-france-nouvelle-aquitaine-4
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-award-research-southwestern-france-nouvelle-aquitaine-4
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-award-research-southwestern-france-nouvelle-aquitaine-4
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-hungarian-university-agriculture-and-life-sciences-award-2
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-early-career-research-lectureship-department-civil-environmental-and-mechanical-4
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-scholar-strategic-media-resilience-kosovo


Middle East and North Africa
30 awards 

Contact: middleeastnorthafrica@iie.org

• Israel: Fulbright Postdoctoral Fellowship at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

• Israel: Fulbright Postdoctoral Fellowship at 
Weizmann Institute for Science

• Israel: All Disciplines Postdoctoral Fellowship

Early Career Professionals
• Kuwait: All Disciplines
• Oman: Multiple Disciplines
• Tunisia: All Disciplines

mailto:middleeastnorthafrica@iie.org
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-fellowship-hebrew-university-jerusalem-4
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-fellowship-hebrew-university-jerusalem-4
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-fellowship-weizmann-institute-science-6
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-postdoctoral-fellowship-weizmann-institute-science-6
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-postdoctoral-fellowship-6
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-1035
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/multiple-disciplines-80
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-1001


South and Central Asia
8 awards 

Contact: southcentralasia@iie.org

Early Career Professionals
• India: Fulbright-Nehru Academic and 

Professional Excellence Awards (All 
Disciplines)

• Maldives: Multiple Disciplines
• Pakistan: All Disciplines
• Sri Lanka: All Disciplines
• Turkmenistan: All Disciplines

mailto:southcentralasia@iie.org
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-nehru-academic-and-professional-excellence-awards-all-disciplines-8
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-nehru-academic-and-professional-excellence-awards-all-disciplines-8
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-nehru-academic-and-professional-excellence-awards-all-disciplines-8
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-nehru-academic-and-professional-excellence-awards-all-disciplines-8
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-nehru-academic-and-professional-excellence-awards-all-disciplines-8
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/multiple-disciplines-77
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-1012
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-989
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-995


Sub-Saharan Africa
26 awards

Contact: subsaharanafrica@iie.org

Early Career Professionals
• Cabo Verde: All Disciplines
• Cameroon: All Disciplines
• Eswatini: All Disciplines
• Malawi: All Disciplines
• The Gambia: All Disciplines

mailto:subsaharanafrica@iie.org
mailto:subsaharanafrica@iie.org
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-955
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-980
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-1033
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-955
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-1050


Western Hemisphere
34 awards

Contact: westhem@iie.org

• Brazil: Fulbright-FAPESP Postdoctoral Awards
• Canada: Postdoctoral Research Awards
• Chile: Fulbright Chile Postdoctoral Awards
• Mexico: Fulbright-García Robles Postdoctoral 

Scholar Award

Early Career Professionals
• Dominican Republic: All Disciplines
• Honduras: All Disciplines
• Suriname: All Disciplines

mailto:westhem@iie.org
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-fapesp-postdoctoral-awards-0
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-fapesp-postdoctoral-awards-0
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-fapesp-postdoctoral-awards-0
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/postdoctoral-research-awards-4
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-chile-postdoctoral-awards
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-garcia-robles-postdoctoral-scholar-award-6
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-garcia-robles-postdoctoral-scholar-award-6
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-garcia-robles-postdoctoral-scholar-award-6
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-garcia-robles-postdoctoral-scholar-award-6
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-998
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-973
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/all-disciplines-1007


Western Hemisphere – New Awards in Chile

Contact: westhem@iie.org 
Contact: antartcica@iie.org

Early Career Professionals
• Fulbright Chile Lithium Award

• U.S.-Chile Fulbright Antarctic 
Science Exchange

mailto:westhem@iie.org
mailto:antartcica@iie.org
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-chile-lithium-award
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/fulbright-chile-lithium-award
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/us-chile-fulbright-antarctic-science-exchange
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/us-chile-fulbright-antarctic-science-exchange
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/us-chile-fulbright-antarctic-science-exchange
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/us-chile-fulbright-antarctic-science-exchange
https://fulbrightscholars.org/award/us-chile-fulbright-antarctic-science-exchange


Application Components
Requirements: Supplemental Materials:

Syllabi or Course Outlines (for teaching)
Application Form

Project Statement

Curriculum Vitae or Resume

2 Recommendations

Language Proficiency Report (if required)

Invitation Letters (if required)

Portfolio (for disciplines like Arts, 
Architecture, and Journalism)

Reference List (for research)
Essays



Application Cycle

February 
2026

Competition opens / 
applications available

March-
August

Attend webinars, prepare 
materials, secure 

recommendations

September 15 
5:00 PM

Application deadline

October–
November

Peer review process

December

Initial notifications / 
semi-finalist decisions

February–
June

Host country review and 
finalist notifications

Summer–
Fall 2027

Pre-departure 
preparation and grant 

start



• Fulbright Scholar Liaisons

— fulbrightscholars.org/liaisons

• Fulbright Alumni Ambassadors

— fulbrightscholars.org/alumni-ambassadors

• Fulbright Scholar Directory

— fulbrightscholars.org/fulbright-scholar-directory

• Connect with Fulbright

— fulbrightscholars.org/connect

Fulbright Scholar Resources

http://fulbrightscholars.org/liaisons
http://fulbrightscholars.org/liaisons
https://fulbrightscholars.org/alumni-ambassadors
https://fulbrightscholars.org/alumni-ambassadors
https://fulbrightscholars.org/alumni-ambassadors
https://fulbrightscholars.org/alumni-ambassadors
https://fulbrightscholars.org/fulbright-scholar-directory
https://fulbrightscholars.org/fulbright-scholar-directory
https://fulbrightscholars.org/fulbright-scholar-directory
https://fulbrightscholars.org/fulbright-scholar-directory
https://fulbrightscholars.org/fulbright-scholar-directory
https://fulbrightscholars.org/fulbright-scholar-directory
https://fulbrightscholars.org/fulbright-scholar-directory
https://fulbrightscholars.org/connect
https://fulbrightscholars.org/connect


Tips for a strong application:

Review all Four Tabs

Read all four tabs of 
an award to find the 

best fit

Start Online

Start an online 
application as soon as 

possible

Attend Virtual Events

Attend webinars and 
office hours

Follow Instructions

Read guides & 
resources on our 

website

https://fulbrightscholars.org/awards/search
https://apply.iie.org/apply/?sr=0a56536e-dec1-4dd0-a590-1c5fd0f9a486
https://fulbrightscholars.org/connect
https://fulbrightscholars.org/us-scholar-awards#steps


Follow Fulbright on Social Media



Question & Answer
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