


Before We Get Started….

• If you are seeing this screen, the audio portion of today’s 
presentation has begun.

• The GoToWebinar service offers two methods of listening to 
today’s presentation: by computer speaker or by telephone.

• If you are attempting to listen by computer speaker, please make 
sure the speakers are turned on. 

• If you’d like to listen by telephone, select Use Telephone from 
the module on your screen and enter in the information 
provided in your registration confirmation e-mail.



Peter Raucci

Institute of International Education (IIE)

Dr. Carmen Oquendo-Villar
Harvard University

February 27th, 2019

Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program: 

Opportunities in the Western Hemisphere



The Fulbright Program
INTRODUCTION

Established 1946 to expand and strengthen the relationships between 
the people of the United States and citizens of the rest of the world

Sponsored by U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs and administered by the Institute of International 
Education’s Council for International Exchange of Scholars (CIES)



Fulbright in Numbers
INTRODUCTION

380,000+
Fulbrights awarded
since 1946 

800
U.S. Scholar 
grants annually

160
Participants
countries

37
Heads of State or
Government

59
Nobel 
Laureates

84
Pulitzer Prize 
recipients 

71
MacArthur
Fellows

16
Presidential Medal of
Freedom recipients



Diversity and Inclusion

Fulbright strives to ensure that it reflects the diversity of U.S. society and 
societies abroad. We encourage the involvement of people from 
traditionally underrepresented audiences in all our grants, programs 
and other initiatives. 

Opportunities are open to people regardless of their race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, religion, geographic location, socioeconomic 
status, disability, sexual orientation or gender identity.

INTRODUCTION



Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program

Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program

International Education Administrator Seminars

Collaborative Research

U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRAM

Percentage of 
U.S. Scholars

2018-2019

7% International Education 
Administrator Seminars

93% Fulbright US 
Scholar Program



Eligibility for U.S. Scholar Programs

U.S. citizenship

Degree as required by award

Ph.D. or other terminal degree may be required

Many awards are open to applicants with a Master’s and professional or 
academic experience

Recent Master’s degree recipients and undergraduate degree holders 
are eligible for the Fulbright U.S. Student Program

Open to professionals and artists outside academia with recognized 
standing and substantial accomplishments

Teaching experience as required by award

Preference is given to veterans when other factors are equivalent.

New policies on previous Fulbright Scholar grants and waiting 
periods between grants

U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRAM

https://eca.state.gov/files/bureau/chapter_600_-_3_-_2016_0.pdf


Supports teaching and/or research for two to 12 months

Programs active in +130 countries

For faculty, administrators 
and professionals

Open to all disciplines

Apply to specific award with 
proposed project

Application deadline: September 16th

Variety of host institutions

41%

Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program 

U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRAM

Percentage 
of 

U.S. Scholar 
Activity

2018-2019

20%

39%



Dr. Carmen Oquendo-Villar

Fulbright Scholar to Colombia

US Affiliations: 

• SUNY Purchase

• Inter-American University of 
Puerto Rico

Colombia Affiliations: 

• U Nacional de Colombia

• U de Bogotá Jorge Tadeo Lozano



Western Hemisphere: Overview

27 Countries represented from Canada to Chile

55 award offerings in the region

Over 200 grants available across the 55 awards

“The Fulbright experience has permitted me to begin a new chapter in 
my U.S.-based research…”

Sarah Gallo, Fulbright US Scholar to Mexico 2016-2017



Western Hemisphere: Regional Priorities

STEM Fields: Brazil, Mexico, Canada, 
Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay, 
Colombia, the Caribbean

TEFL/ESL: Mexico, Dominican Republic, 
Central America, Uruguay

Professional Projects: Honduras, Peru-
Policy Fellowship

US Studies: Brazil, Mexico, Bolivia, Canada, 
Chile

https://awards.cies.org/search-list?search_api_views_fulltext=&field_world_area[]=163&field_award_multi_country=All&field_award_disciplines[]=1397&field_award_disciplines[]=1407&field_award_disciplines[]=1409&field_award_disciplines[]=1411&field_award_disciplines[]=1416&field_award_disciplines[]=1417&field_award_disciplines[]=1428&field_award_disciplines[]=1429&field_award_disciplines[]=1436&field_award_grant_length=All&field_award_degree_reqs=All
https://awards.cies.org/search-list?search_api_views_fulltext=&field_world_area[]=163&field_award_multi_country=All&field_award_disciplines[]=1440&field_award_grant_length=All&field_award_degree_reqs=All
https://awards.cies.org/search-list?search_api_views_fulltext=&field_world_area[]=163&field_award_multi_country=All&field_award_activity[]=1576&field_award_activity[]=1580&field_award_activity[]=1579&field_award_grant_length=All&field_award_degree_reqs=All
https://awards.cies.org/search-list?search_api_views_fulltext=&field_world_area[]=163&field_award_multi_country=All&field_award_disciplines[]=1398&field_award_disciplines[]=1399&field_award_disciplines[]=1400&field_award_grant_length=All&field_award_degree_reqs=All


Canada

All Disciplines Award

Postdoctoral Research Award in Northern Issues at North British 
Columbia

Distinguished Research Chairs at Carleton University

Field Open Award at St Mary’s and York University

Fulbright Carlos Rico Award for North American Studies 

Webinar: Spotlight on Canada: U.S. Fulbright Scholar Opportunities

March 26, 2019 - 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm EDT

https://www.cies.org/event/spotlight-canada-us-fulbright-scholar-opportunities-0


Canada- Research Chairs

Canada Research Chair Awards– themed awards with pre-
identified hosts. Applicants rank hosts in the proposal. Letters of 
invitation generally not required: 

Research Chairs in Arts, Humanities, and Culture

Research Chairs in Business and Economics

Research Chairs in Education Science and Technology

Research Chairs in Environmental Sciences

Research Chairs in Health/Food Security

Research Chairs in Indigenous Studies

Research Chairs in North American Studies

Research Chairs in Policy, Law, and Governance

Link to Canada Awards

https://awards.cies.org/search?mefibs-form-homepage-search_api_views_fulltext=&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_country[]=284&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_multi_country=All&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_activity[]=1576&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_grant_length=All&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_degree_reqs=All&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_category[]=316&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_prof_profile[]=a&mefibs-form-homepage-field_invitation_req[]=letter_req&mefibs-form-homepage-mefibs_block_id=homepage&op=Search+all+Awards


Mexico

Postdoctoral Scholar Award

Fulbright Scholar Border Program

Science and Technology Award

Social Sciences and Humanities

Teaching English as a Foreign Language

U.S. Studies Chair

Fulbright Carlos Rico Award for North American Studies 

Webinar: Spotlight on Mexico: U.S. Fulbright Scholar Opportunities

April 04, 2019 - 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm EDT

Link to Mexico Awards

https://www.cies.org/event/spotlight-mexico-us-fulbright-scholar-opportunities-0
https://awards.cies.org/search?mefibs-form-homepage-search_api_views_fulltext=&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_country[]=296&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_multi_country=All&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_activity[]=1576&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_grant_length=All&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_degree_reqs=All&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_category[]=316&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_prof_profile[]=a&mefibs-form-homepage-field_invitation_req[]=letter_req&mefibs-form-homepage-mefibs_block_id=homepage&op=Search+all+Awards


Brazil

All Disciplines Award- 30 Grants!

Post Doctoral Award in Natural Sciences

Distinguished Chair in American Studies at the 
Federal University of Minas Gerais

Distinguished Chair in International Relations at the 
University of Sao Paulo

Distinguished Chair in Public Policy at the Joaquim 
Nabuco Foundation

Webinar: Spotlight on Brazil: U.S. Fulbright Scholar Opportunities

March 28, 2019 - 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm EDT

Link to Brazil Awards

https://www.cies.org/event/spotlight-brazil-us-fulbright-scholar-opportunities-0
https://awards.cies.org/search?mefibs-form-homepage-search_api_views_fulltext=&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_country[]=283&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_multi_country=All&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_activity[]=1576&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_grant_length=All&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_degree_reqs=All&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_category[]=316&mefibs-form-homepage-field_award_prof_profile[]=a&mefibs-form-homepage-field_invitation_req[]=letter_req&mefibs-form-homepage-mefibs_block_id=homepage&op=Search+all+Awards


Colombia and Venezuela

Colombia
All Disciplines

Universidad Nacional de Colombia Distinguished Chair in 
Biodiversity and Sustainable Development

Venezuela
Multiple Disciplines award- Flex Only

The awarding of a Fulbright U.S. Scholar grant is contingent upon receipt of a 
visa from the Government of Venezuela. Selected Fulbright Scholar 
candidates who do not receive their visa by May 15, 2020, will not receive a 
Fulbright grant.



The Southern Cone: Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, Paraguay

Argentina 

Science and Technology 

Social Sciences and Humanities

Chile

Astronomy and Antarctic Study Awards- Post Doctoral/Early Career

Science and Technology

Social Sciences, Humanities, and Education

Paraguay

All Disciplines

Uruguay

All Disciplines

Agriculture



All Disciplines Awards in the Western Hemisphere

Bahamas

Barbados/Eastern Caribbean

Belize

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Colombia

Costa Rica

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

Guatemala

Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

Jamaica

Nicaragua

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago

Uruguay

All Disciplines Awards 

• Available in 23 

countries in the 

Western Hemisphere

• Support a variety of 

activities

• Open to all disciplines 

but may have 

preferences

• Open to a variety of 

host institutions

All Disciplines Awards 
Available in all regions of the 

Western Hemisphere

• North America

• Central America

• The Caribbean

• South America



Special Award Features and Requirements

Language Requirements

Spanish, Portuguese, French or Haitian Creole, Dutch may be 
required.

Levels will vary by country and award.

Regional Travel Award 

During their grant period, Fulbright U.S. Scholars in the Western 
Hemisphere region may apply for a short-term regional travel grant 
in eligible WHA countries. 

The Regional Travel Program covers travel to and from the 
destination; lodging may be offered by the hosting institution. 

Scholars apply for this grant once in country on their Fulbright 
grant.



Affiliations and Invitations- Considerations for the Western Hemisphere

U.S. SCHOLAR PROGRAM

Some countries ask that language requirements be addressed in the 
letter of invitation: e.g.: Brazil

Some countries/systems of higher education may require the letter of 
invitation to come from a high-level administrator: e.g.: Argentina

Some countries will make placements for some awards, and do not 
require letters of invitation: e.g.: Canada, Mexico. 

Some countries require finances to be input into the letter of 
invitation: e.g.: Chile- host institution must contribute to grant. 



Website and Catalog of Awards



Other Fulbright Programs

Fulbright International Education Administrators Program (IEA)

Two week seminars for U.S. International education professionals and senior higher 
education officials to learn about host country’s education system

Fulbright U.S. Student Program

Recent graduates, postgraduate candidates through dissertation level, developing 
professionals and artists to study and research abroad

Institutional Opportunities

Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence (S-I-R) Program

U.S. institutions can bring visiting scholars to teach undergraduate course loads for a 
semester or full academic year

Fulbright Outreach Lecturing Fund (OLF)

Short-term lectureships to internationalize the campus from current Fulbright Visiting 
Scholars on discipline or cultural topics

Fulbright Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Program

Supports language assistantships at universities and colleges throughout the U.S. with 
young professional native speakers

FULBRIGHT FAMILY

https://www.cies.org/program/fulbright-arctic-initiative
http://us.fulbrightonline.org/
http://www.cies.org/sir
http://www.cies.org/olf
https://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/about/fulbright-flta


Stay Connected to the Fulbright Scholar Program

Join MyFulbright at cies2.org

Email us at westhem@iie.org

Visit our website to learn more about the 
Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program

Refer your colleagues

NEXT STEPS

The Fulbright Program @FulbrightPrgrm @the_fulbright_program

http://www.cies2.org/s/1064/index.aspx
mailto:westhem@iie.org
cies.org/program/core-fulbright-us-scholar-program
https://www.cies.org/connect-with-fulbright

